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Lessons Learned From a Collaboration Intervention Study
Involving SLP and Third-Grade Teacher Pairs

Lesson Learned

Practical Suggestions

1. SLPs make unique
contributions.

Say “Language” in your title!

Find like-minded school professionals who are open to collaborating
around language/literacy.

Participate in literacy-related committees and events in your settings.

2. Student outcomes
are the whole point.

Determine what student outcomes you (collaborators) are measuring
and how they will be measured.

Leverage this collaboration and showcase student gains.

3. Collaborators need
an operational
definition of the type of
collaboration needed
for their purpose.

Get started where and how you can.

Consider what level of intensity is needed for the purpose of the
collaboration.

Start small.

4. It won’t be
sustainable if it
doesn’t feel doable.

Talk about feelings, concerns, what feels doable for each of you.
Set a revisit date on the collaboration.

Try to stick with the collaboration before the revisit date.

5. Collaboration
intervention was
different for me as a
researcher than as a
clinician.

Be patient with yourself and your partner.
Find the joy in working together to support students. Celebrate wins!

Share your journey with other SLPs who may be interested, but
aren’t quite sure how to start or what to do.
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Action Planning Considerations
A space to generate your own ideas

My Planning Ideas

My Support Needs
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